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BRAFFERTON MANOR. 

Opposite to the President's house at the College of William 
and Mary stands a building known as the Brafferton. Carved 
on a brick near the south door are the figures 1723, represent- 
ing the date of the foundation. It is of brick, is constructed in 
the Flemish bond, is two stories and a half high, and has dormer 
windows — three respectively in front and rear and one on each 
side. There are four rooms to the floor or twelve in all. The 
building is 54 feet long by 34 feet wide and is slightly smaller 
than the President's house. 

This building obtained its name from the Brafferton estate 
in the North Riding of Yorkshire. The money with which it 
was erected grew out of the will of Hon. Robert Boyle, the 
eminent natural philosopher, who died in London in January, 
1692, not long after Dr. James Blair's arrival in London in 
quest of a charter for the intended college in Virginia. The 
will provided that £5,400 sterling of his money should be em- 
ployed in "pious and charitable uses," but the testator did not 
designate the character or locality of the beneficiary. By means 
of Bishop Burnet, Dr. Blair obtained an introduction to the 
Earl of Burlington, Boyle's nephew and executor, and entreated 
him to direct the fund to the support of an Indian school at the 
college. Burlington was interested, and consented to an invest- 
ment in an English manor called the "Brafferton," in the north 
riding of Yorkshire, from which the rents, subject to £45 for 
Harvard College and £45 for the Society for the Propogation 
of the Gospel in New England, were to go to the college in Vir- 
ginia. By the terms of the deed the college was to keep as many 
Indian children. in meat, drink, washing, clothes, medicine, books' 
and education, from the first beginning of letters till they should 
be ready to receive orders and be sent abroad to convert the In- 
dians as the yearly income of the permises should amount to, at 
the rate of fourteen pounds for every such child. 

Pursuant to the deed a teacher was employed and instruction 
given at the College to several Indian children, but it was not till 
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1723 that the rents from England had accumulated sufficiently 
to erect a building. In this building the school was then main- 
tained and continued in this use till about 1793, when the fund 
by which it was supported was diverted by a decree of the Eng- 
lish courts to the instruction of negroes in the West Indies 
(5 Vesey, Jr's., Reports; Brown's History of the Propagation of 
Christianity II., p. 625.) 

In 1764 the Braiferton rents yielded to the College, in money 
annually £121. 12s. The Master of the Indian School was paid 
out of this £50, and he received £25 more from the College. The 
balance of the fund was used in maintaining four or five Indian 
youth and keeping the building in repair. The Master was per- 
mitted to receive into his school white boys from the town to 
whom he taught the common English branches. 

Among other relics in the College connected with the Braffer- 
ton are the portrait of Hon. Robert Boyle, by T. Kerseboom, 
presented by the Earl of Burlington, and an interesting map 
of the Brafferton Manor by George Pape, surveyor, 1772. 

Two summers ago the Editor made a pilgrimage to Braffer- 
ton in Yorkshire and was received very cordially by some of 
the residents of the place. It is separated from Helperby, 
another small place, by a street. He visited the church, saw the 
site of the Hall, and on the suspension bridge looked over the 
sacred waters of the little Swale, with its ancient associa- 
tions clustering thick about it. He learned that the foun- 
dation was now used to assist young men in preparing for the 
ministry. To Mr. Thomas N. Driffield especially, the Editor 
owes many courtesies during the day; and to this gentleman he 
now acknowledges another, in the form of an historical account 
of the Brafferton which will be interesting to many lovers of the 
past. 

EXTRACT FROM GILL'S "VALLIS EBORACENSIS." HISTORY 

OF EASINGWOLD. 

BRAFFERTON. 

(Bradfortune — Domesday. Braftona — Dugdale. Brafferton.) 

Brafferton evidently derives its name from the Broad-ford-tun, or 
the town at the broad ford, which crosses the Swale at this place, leading 



